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AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

AND

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ICRC OFFICE IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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The Government of the United Arab Emirates,

and

The International Committee of the Red Cross (hereinafter the ICRC);

CONSIDERING the work done by the ICRC in providing without discrimination

protection and assistance with a view to relieving human suffering;

BEARING IN MIND the request to the United Arab Emirates by the ICRC to
establish an Office in the United Arab Emirates to carry out activities within the
mandate and humanitarian tasks entrusted to it under the 1949 Geneva
Conventions and their Additional Protocols of 1977, to which the United Arab
Emirates is a party, the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement, and the Resolutions of the International Conferences of the

Red Cross and Red Crescent;

RECALLING that in order to implement its humanitarian mandate, the ICRC
carries out its activities in full conformity with its fundamental principles of
humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence and its standard working

modalities, in particular confidentiality;

AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE 1
DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of the present Agreement, the following terms have the

meanings hereunder assigned to them:

a. The “Host Country” is the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
b. The "Government" is the Government of the UAE.

c. The "ICRC" is the International Committee of the Red Cross.
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9 d. The "Parties" are the Government of the UAE and the ICRC.
C
'; e. The "Office" is the Office of the ICRC in the UAE responsible for coordinating
O activities, providing support and technical expertise in the UAE and for the ICRC
Q activities in the wider region, in fulfilment of the ICRC humanitarian mandate.
® f. The "Head of the Office" is the highest-ranking representative of the ICRC who
Q) is appointed to direct the activities of the Office.
N/ g. "Staff Members of the Office" are the Head of the Office and the Members of the
: Office in the UAE who carry out activities under the direction of the Head of the
e Office, not including locally contracted persons performing services, unless
) Article 11, paragraph 10, applies.
Q) h. “Dependent family members” are the spouse and dependent children of Staff
V) Members of the Office.
9 i. The "Premises of the Office" are the buildings, or parts thereof, occupied
: permanently or temporarily for official use by the Office, as well as the residence
3 of the Head of the Office.
A j.  The “Archives of the Office” are all records, correspondence, documents and
@) data, including electronic documents or data, belonging to or held by the Office
Q) in furtherance of its functions.
5
Q
Q ARTICLE 2
PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE AGREEMENT
5
: 1. This Agreement establishes the seat of the Office in the city of Abu Dhabi and
& regulates the relations between the Parties within the territory of the Host
© Country.
&
N/ 2. The functions of the Office shall be to coordinate ICRC activities, provide support
: and technical expertise in the Host Country, and for the ICRC activities in the
e wider region, in fulfiment of the ICRC humanitarian mandate, including in
© particular:
)
© (a) to promote and elaborate concrete impactful solutions to external international
9 humanitarian challenges in cooperation with the official authorities of the Host
"

Country;
9
N

2

i
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(b) to cooperate with licensed and accredited institutions in the Host Country having
a leading role in disseminating international humanitarian law and humanitarian

activities at the regional and international levels;

(c) to share expertise and knowledge with authorities of the Host Country on the
observance and implementation of international humanitarian law, and jointly

organizing events and exchanges on humanitarian topics of common interest;

(d) to cooperate with the Emirates Red Crescent Authority to optimize the impact of
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement at the national,
regional and international levels when responding to humanitarian needs of

affected populations;

(e) to explore opportunities in the Host Country related to innovative initiatives to
improve humanitarian responses and sustainable humanitarian outcomes

through collaboration.

ARTICLE 3
STATUS AND LEGAL CAPACITY

1. The status of the ICRC shall be, and its treatment shall in any case be not less
favourable than, that of an international intergovernmental organisation in the
Host Country.

2. The Host Country recognises the legal capacity of the Office, including but not
limited to its capacity to contract obligations, institute legal proceedings and
acquire rights, and to acquire and dispose of movable and immovable property
on behalf of the ICRC within the Host Country.

5
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ARTICLE 4
IMMUNITIES AND INVIOLABILITY OF THE ICRC, ITS OFFICE,
PROPERTY AND ASSETS

. The ICRC, its Office and their property and assets, wherever located in the Host

Country and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every form of
judicial and administrative process, except insofar as in any particular case the

ICRC has expressly waived its immunity.

. The premises of the Office shall be inviolable. The property and assets of the

ICRC and its Office, wherever located in the Host Country and by whomsoever
held, shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, expropriation or any
other form of interference, whether by executive, judicial, administrative or

legislative action.

. The archives of the ICRC and its Office and, in general, all documents and data

(including electronic documents or data) belonging to it, or held by it, shall be

inviolable wherever located and by whomsoever held in the Host Country.

ARTICLE 5
COMMUNICATIONS

. The Office shall be free to use, for official purposes and without any interference,

the means of communication that are authorised by the telecommunication
regulations of the Host Country, as it deems most appropriate, in particular as
regards its communication with ICRC headquarters in Geneva and its offices
around the world, with other related international agencies and organisations,

with government departments, and with corporate bodies or private individuals.

In particular, the Office shall have the right to install on its premises all types of
telecommunication equipment, including mobile equipment, within the national
territory, as authorised by the telecommunications regulations of the Host
Country. The Office shall use the frequencies assigned to it for this purpose by
the competent authority of the Host Country in accordance with the procedures

~
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of the competent authority relating to telecommunications, and consistent with

Resolution No. 10 (Rev.WRC-2000) of the International Telecommunication

Union.

In all matters relating to official communications, the Office shall enjoy treatment
not less favourable than the priorities, rates, and taxes on telephone, electronic,
and other communications, as well as charges on communications published in
radio, television and any other type of media, accorded to international

organisations in the Host Country.

. The Office shall have the right to dispatch and receive correspondence or any

other documents or data by courier or in sealed bags, which shall have the same
immunities and privileges as diplomatic courier and bags. The bags shall bear
visible external marks of their character, including the emblem of the ICRC, and

contain only documents, data or articles intended for official use.

. The Office shall follow the procedures required by the competent authorities in

the Host Country to receive and send mail and diplomatic bags.

ARTICLE 6
CONFIDENTIALITY OF REPORTS, LETTERS AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTIES

The ICRC undertakes to respect the confidentiality of all communications from
the Host Country to the ICRC, by neither divulging their content to anyone other
than the intended recipient, nor permitting their use in legal proceedings, without
prior written consent of the Host Country, which should not be unreasonably
withheld. '

The Host Country undertakes to respect the confidentiality of ICRC reports,
letters and other communications, by neither divulging their content to anyone
other than the intended recipient, nor permitting their use in legal proceedings,
without prior written consent of the ICRC, which should not be unreasonably

withheld.

)
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ARTICLE 7
PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA

The processing of personal data for the performance of the Office’s functions,
wherever such data may be located and by whomsoever it may be held, shall be
exempt from the applicability of laws and regulations regarding the protection of

personal data.

ARTICLE 8
FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF THE OFFICE

. The Office, on behalf of the ICRC, shall have the right to hold national or foreign

currency and other financial assets, and to operate accounts in any currency,
without being subject to any financial controls or moratoria of any kind, in
accordance with the banking regulations of the Host Country relating to

corruption and money laundering.

. The Office shall have the right to freely transfer funds in national or foreign

currency to, from and within the Host Country, and to convert such assets freely
into other currencies at the most favourable available exchange rates at the time

of the conversion, in accordance with Host Country banking regulations.

ARTICLE 9
EXEMPTION FROM TAXES, CUSTOM DUTIES, AND DUES

. The Office, its assets and property, shall for its official use be exempt from direct

taxes, including value-added taxes and other taxes, in accordance with the
procedures in force in the Host Country and the provisions of paragraph 3 of this
Article. The exemptions will not be granted for public utility services such as

municipality charges or health service fees.

. The Office shall be exempt from customs duties for import and export of goods

and materials intended for official use, as well as from taxes and restrictions on

the import, export or transit through the Host Country of goods and materials
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Q intended for official use within the Host Country or in implementation of the 6
@_ mandate of the ICRC in another country. The Office shall follow notification and &
¥
S other relevant procedures of the competent authorities in the Host Country. (&)
, @
v b
© 3. The Office shall for its official use follow all mechanisms that the Federal Tax &’
Q) Authority, or any other competent authority, provides for reimbursement of any &
9 taxes, duties, or dues incurred for official use, in accordance with the regulations D
(@ in force in the Host Country. &)
O &
S :
9 4. The Parties agree to consider a possible future establishment of an ICRC e
©) Regional Logistics Hub in the Host Country, and their cooperation in that regard i
© on the potential conclusion of a Complementary Agreement pursuant to Article 5
v 19. O
‘; R
o 5. If, prior to conclusion of a Complementary Agreement in accordance with e
Q paragraph 4 above, the ICRC and its Office wish to carry out a humanitarian &
%) operation in implementation of the mandate of the ICRC in another country using :
Q) the Host Country as transit location, the Parties may agree to ad hoc &
v arrangements to enable such operation.
Q
o &
v R
Q ARTICLE 10 ' 2
Y VEHICLE REGISTRATION A
Q)
S (s
& The Office shall apply for the registration of the vehicles of the Office in the Host &
O Country as vehicles of international organizations under the regulations of the @
Q) Host Country. The Host Country shall facilitate the issuance of international i
Y organization licence plates. N
v A
Z . ARTICLE 11 A
S STATUS OF STAFF MEMBERS OF THE OFFICE &
f (=)
v 5
©) 1. Staff Members of the Office, and any dependent family members who @'
) accompany them, shall have the same status as that accorded to officials of A
N/ international organizations in the Host Country. D
4
3 (s
& 7 &
3 6
& &
3 &
Q > )2
(o
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'@ 2. The Head of the Office shall benefit from the same status that is accorded B
S to senior officials of international organizations in the Host Country. ()
& &
® 3. Staff Members of the Office shall enjoy, in respect of words spoken or written :
9 and all acts performed by them in their official capacity, immunity from any form A
N/ of legal process, including personal arrest or detention, seizure of their personal &
: baggage, and from being called as a witness or being required to give evidence. D
e Such immunity shall continue to be accorded even after they have left the service @
5 of the Office. e
- ()
) . o e e
) 4. Staff Members of the Office shall enjoy inviolability for all their official papers A
v and documents and other official materials. 7
) :
& &
S 5 Staff Members of the Office, and any dependent family members who G
O accompany them, shall be exempt from immigration restrictions, alien e
© registration and national service obligations in the Host Country. However, :
€ should any Staff Members of the Office who are nationals of the Host Country A
v be called for national service, the Office shall not prevent such Staff Member &4
: from joining the national service. D
0 >
o )
3 6. The exemptions referred to in paragraph 5 of this Article do not include the )
S requirements of health procedures and regulations by the Host Country for )
4 persons to enter and reside. )
@
Y @
©) 7 Staff Members of the Office shall have the right to import their personal &
N/ effects, including vehicles, duty-free at the time of first taking up their post in the &’
v Host Country, once only and provided that the shipment does not exceed the D
) 3
4 volume of a 40-foot shipping container. They shall enjoy the same exemptions (3)
9 on their departure. &
¢ &
Y 0
v 8. In the event of armed conflict or other emergencies, Staff Members of the
9 Office and any dependent family members who accompany them shall be A
S ;
; &
o :
¢ 8 (>
@
S 6
& )
5 0
Q- )2
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granted the necessary facilities to leave the country, if they wish to do so, by the

means they consider to be safest and quickest.

9. Staff Members of the Office shall be exempt from all taxes on salaries and

other emoluments paid by the ICRC or received by them from outside the Host

Country.

10. Other employees of the Office who are citizens of, or residents in, the Host
Country shall enjoy the immunity listed in paragraph 3 for the exercise of their
official function. They shall not benefit from other immunities, privileges and

facilities set out in this Agreement.

11. Staff Members of the Office undertake to respect the laws and regulations

in force in the Host Country from the moment they arrive in the country and shall

benefit from their protection.

12. Staff Members of the Office shall enjoy freedom of movement and travel to,

from and throughout the territory of the Host Country.

13. The privileges and immunities granted to Staff Members of the Office are
not for their personal benefit, and do not apply to traffic or parking violations and

tolls. They must not abuse the privileges and immunities granted to them under

the present Agreement.

ARTICLE 12
ICRC REPRESENTATIVES ON TEMPORARY MISSION

. The Office shall notify the competent authorities of the names, titles and

functions of ICRC representatives and staff, as well as experts contracted by

the ICRC, who are to be on temporary mission in the Host Country.

. The privileges, immunities, and conditions set forth in Article 11, paragraphs 3,

4,5,6,7,8,9, 11,12 and 13 shall apply to them during their mission in the
Host Country.
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ARTICLE 13
IDENTITY AND TRAVEL DOCUMENTS

1. The Office shall notify the competent authorities of the names, titles and

functions of Staff Members of the Office working in the Host Country.

2. The competent authorities of the Host Country will issue an international
organizations card as identity document for the Staff Members of the Office and
their dependent family members. The Office shall return the aforementioned

cards to the competent authorities upon completion of the cardholder’s duties for

the Office.

3. Staff Members of the Office and ICRC representatives or staff on temporary
mission shall hold a document called "Identity document and commission”,
attesting to the bearer's identity and to his or her status as an ICRC
representative or staff member. Such document shall not constitute a valid travel
document for the purposes of entry into, transit through, stay within, or exit from

the Host Country.

4. Unless prevented by reasons of public order, the Government undertakes
to authorize, without charge for visas, the entry and stay in the Host Country
during the period of their appointment or mission at the Office:

(a) Staff Members of the Office and any dependent family members accompanying

them;

(b) ICRC representatives and experts on temporary mission in the Host Country.

ARTICLE 14
CO-OPERATION WITH THE HOST COUNTRY

1. The Office shall co-operate with the authorities of the Host Country at all

times with a view to preventing any form of abuse of the privileges, immunities

and facilities provided for in this agreement.

10

TN

J

Oh

EZGNEZENEZENETENE TN TN ETZNCE TN TZTONE TN TN LT



SRS . ; & ~
1D RO OO O 0100 81 8D 01D

-

@

7~

2. The ICRC may waive any immunity, in any case where, in its sole opinion,
the immunity would impede the course of justice and can be waived without
prejudice to the interests of the ICRC. Such waiver shall only be valid when given
in writing by the President of the ICRC or any person or organ to whom he or

she has delegated that authority.

ARTICLE 15
INTERPRETATION

The present Agreement shall be interpreted in the light of its purpose and scope
as defined in Article 2 and in full conformity with the interests of the ICRC related
to its mandate and mission as well as the national interests of the Host Country.
In the event of a difference in interpretation between the Arabic and English

language texts of the Agreement, the English text shall prevail.

ARTICLE 16
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1. Any dispute between the Parties to this Agreement arising out of the
interpretation or application of the present Agreement or any of its provisions

shall be submitted to negotiation between the Parties with a view to reaching the

necessary solutions.

2. The Parties shall bear in mind the purpose and scope of the present
Agreement, as well as the national interests of the Host Country and the interests
of the ICRC related to its mandate and mission. They will do everything possible
to see that disputes are settled in good faith and equitably, and with the discretion

essential to continued good relations between the Parties.

ARTICLE 17
ARBITRATION

Should the negotiations pursuant to Article 16 fail to resolve the dispute within a

period of one year, or earlier by mutual agreement, the dispute shall be submitted

11
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for final decision to an arbitral tribunal made up of three arbitrators, one to be
named by the President of the ICRC, another by the Government, and the third
by both Parties or, failing agreement by them, by the two appointed arbitrators.
The decision of the arbitral tribunal so constituted shall be final. The proceedings

and outcome of the arbitration shall be confidential.

ARTICLE 18
AMENDMENTS

The provisions of the present Agreement may be amended at any time by written
agreement of the Parties thereto. The amendment shall be deemed to be
effective once it has been approved by both Parties, or from the specified date
of the amendment.
ARTICLE 19
COMPLEMENTARY AGREEMENTS

. The Government and the ICRC may agree to conclude complementary

agreements.

. Once approved, the complementary agreements shall be deemed to be an

integral part of, and interpreted in light of, this Agreement.

In the event of conflict between any of the provisions of this Agreement and of
any complementary agreements, the text of the complementary agreement

shall prevail.

ARTICLE 20
ENTRY INTO FORCE

The present Agreement, which constitutes an international treaty, and any
amendments made thereto, shall enter into force at the date on which the ICRC

receives the notification from the Government through diplomatic channels that

its internal legal procedures to ratify the present Agreement or any amendment

thereto have been fulfilled.
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9 ARTICLE 21

i TERMINATION
Q

S
O Any Party may unilaterally terminate or suspend for a certain period the present

¢ Agreement by notifying the other Party in writing through diplomatic channels
¥ with a minimum of six months' notice prior to the termination or suspension. Upon

@‘ expiry of the last day of the aforementioned notice period, the present Agreement

: shall cease to have effect.

9

© ARTICLE 22
) ORIGINALS AND DEPOSITORY

)

g The present Agreement shall consist of duplicate originals in Arabic and English,

Y both languages being equally authentic. One set of the originals shall be

: deposited with the United Arab Emirates, and the other set shall be deposited
© with the ICRC.

<) In witness whereof, the Parties hereto have signed this Agreement:

9

"

: Done this Agreement in Abu Dhabi on Monday, 4" of July 2022.

4

QO
©)

Y For For
,“7' The Government The International Committee

Z of The United Arab Emirates of the Red Cross

9 Reem Bint Ebrahim Al Hashimy Peter Maurer

? Minister of State for International President, International

z; Cooperation Committee of the Red Cross
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